Colfax Avenue 2026 Call for Artists — “Less Fancy, More
Fun”

Colfax Comeback 2026: The Colfax Avenue Business Improvement District (BID), in
partnership with Colfax Culture & Community Collab and the Lavender Hill Cultural District, is
seeking Denver-area artists to help celebrate the spirit of Colfax — Less Fancy, More Fun! We
invite you to submit your creative designs and original artwork that showcase Colfax’s joyful
“firsts” and its vibrant, authentic culture. This call is open to all Denver artists, including
students (under 18 will require parental consent).

Artist Opportunities

We have three exciting ways for local artists to contribute to the Colfax Comeback:

Street Banners — 4 designs (printed 55.5" tall x 22" wide each). Create eye-catching
banner art to hang on Colfax light poles. Banners will be displayed for multiple seasons
(over several years) and then upcycled into Colfax merchandise (as part of our Bag of
Colfax program).

Utility Box Wraps — 4—6 designs (vinyl wraps, approx 42.75" x 42.5" per side; box
sizes vary). Turn everyday street utility boxes into works of art! Designs may cover one
or multiple sides of a box; final wrap coverage will be decided by the selection jury and
BID in consultation with the artist.

Art Walk Installations — 20 original pieces (up to 8'x8" or 4'x4' each). Showcase your
art in an outdoor Colfax Art Walk coming in Summer 2026. Selected artists will create a
weatherproof, secure original piece to be displayed along Colfax Avenue during the
Art Walk. (After the exhibition, these pieces will be auctioned in Fall 2026, giving your
work even more visibility!)

Artist Stipends & Rights

Stipends: Artists will be paid for their creativity. Each selected banner or utility box
design earns a $250 stipend. Each selected Art Walk installation earns a $1,000
stipend. (Payments are per design/piece selected.)

Artist Rights: Artists retain the copyright/ownership of their work. However, by
participating, you grant the Colfax Ave BID and Collab the right to reproduce your
artwork in various media, promotions, and merchandise (for example, your banner art
might be printed on tote bags or featured online). This ensures we can showcase your



work to celebrate Colfax, while you still get credit and retain ownership.

e Brand Alignment: We encourage incorporating the official Colfax Avenue brand
colors in your designs (PMS/CMYK color codes below). Embracing the “Less Fancy,
More Fun”theme and Colfax’s color palette will help your art resonate with the
community vibe. All artwork should be original and appropriate for public display.

FMS 204 C FMS 2011 C FMS 101 C FMS 1797 C PMS 669 C PMS 3265 C
CMYK 0.66,0,0 CMYK 0,59,100,0 CMYK 2,9,100,0 CMYK 12,95,82,2 CMYK 63,84,10,26 CMYK71,0,34,0

Timeline
Mark your calendars! Below are the key dates for the Colfax 2026 Call for Artists:

e Submission Period: Jan 15 — Feb 28, 2026 — Submit your designs and proposals
during this window.

e Jury Review: Mar 1 — Mar 15, 2026 — A panel of jurors will evaluate all submissions.

e Notifications: By Mar 15, 2026 — Selected artists will be notified via email by
mid-March.

e Final Designs Due: Apr 15, 2026 — Deadline for selected artists to submit final
high-resolution digital files (for banners/wraps) or detailed mockups.

e Art Walk Artwork Due: May 15, 2026 — Deadline for Art Walk artists to deliver
completed, weatherproof original pieces.

e Installation & Art Walk: Mid-June 2026 — Banners and box wraps installed on Colfax;
Art Walk pieces unveiled during a community event (exact dates to be announced).

e Art Walk Auction: Fall 2026 — Original Art Walk pieces will be auctioned (details to
come).



How to Submit

Ready to join the “Less Fancy, More Fun” Colfax Comeback? Here’'s how to apply:

Online Application: Complete the Colfax Ave 2026 Call for Artists Google Form by
February 28, 2026. In the form, you'll provide your contact information, specify which
project you’re applying for (banner, box, or art walk), and include a brief description of
your concept. You'll also be able to upload your artwork files or sketches to show us
your design idea. (Tip: Clearly explain how your design celebrates Colfax’s fun, quirky
spirit!)

Multiple Entries: You are welcome to apply for more than one category — just submit a
separate form entry for each design or project proposal.

Eligibility: This opportunity is open to all artists in the Denver area, from seasoned
professionals to emerging creatives and students. If you are under 18, please have a
parent or guardian co-sign your submission (the form will have a spot for their info). We
want everyone in our community to feel empowered to participate!

Questions? If you have any questions about the call or the submission process, feel
free to reach out to the Colfax Ave BID team (contact info on our website). We're here to
help.

Join us in celebrating the Colfax Avenue spirit — Less Fancy, More Fun is the name of the
game. We can’t wait to see your creative ideas bring our beloved street to life in 2026. Good
luck and let’'s make this Colfax Comeback truly special!


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-Lj30FKbm-0zu5xnFYfKmxClt6KGIkpfH9qSB4aj78hbfPA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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